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TERROR ATTACK IN MANHATTAN 


‘A COWARDLY ACT’ 


At least 8 killed as truck plows through crowded bike path 


Investigators secure the scene in Lower Manhattan after a truck sped onto a bike path near the World Trade Center memorial Tuesday. ROBERT DEUTSCH/USA TODAY 


Mike J. James 
and Kevin McCoy 
USA TODAY 


NEW YORK - A suspected terrorist in 
a rented pickup plowed through a busy 
bicycle path near the World Trade Cen- 
ter memorial in Lower Manhattan on 
Tuesday, striking and killing eight 
people, then emerged screaming and 
brandishing “imitation firearms” before 
he was shot by police. 

The stunning attack, just hours be- 
fore the city’s Halloween parade and 
festivities were to kick off, was con- 
firmed as terrorism by authorities at a 
late-afternoon news briefing. New York 
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Witnesses described a horrific scene 
as pedestrians dived from the path 
of the speeding truck. DON 
EMMERT/AFP/GETTY IMAGES 


Mayor Bill de Blasio and Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo urged New Yorkers to be vigilant 
— but not afraid. 

“This was an act of terror and a cow- 
ardly act of terror,” de Blasio said, noting 
that New York City won't react with fear. 
“We will respond as we always do. We 
will be undeterred.” 

The afternoon attack began with a 
driver careening on to a pedestrian 
walkway and bike path, running over 
pedestrians and cyclists, New York po- 
lice said via Twitter. Witnesses de- 
scribed a horrific scene with people div- 
ing from the path of the speeding truck. 

Law enforcement officials identified 
the driver as Sayfullo Saipov, 29, the As- 


sociated Press and Fox News reported. 
Witnesses told police the attacker 
yelled, “Allahu Akbar!” — “God is great” 
in Arabic — as he got out of the truck, AP 
reported, citing an official who was not 
authorized to discuss the case publicly 
and spoke on condition of anonymity. 

Asked about that at a news confer- 
ence, New York City Police Commis- 
sioner James O’Neill replied: “Yeah. He 
did make a statement when he exited 
the vehicle.” He said the statement and 
the method of attack led police to con- 
clude it was a terrorist act. 

The attack seemed haphazard on 


See NEW YORK, Page 2A 
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EXCLUSIVE 


Hometown rallies 
behind Michael Flynn 


Kevin Johnson 
USA TODAY 


MIDDLETOWN, R.I. — They show 
up unannounced, with cash and 
checks to drop off at William Flynn’s 
accounting firm on busy Aquidneck 
Avenue. “I was shocked and alittle em- 
barrassed,” he said. “Some don’t even 
know my brother, but they ... wanted 
to do something for the family.” 

And at a local wedding celebration 
last month, a guest sought out Jack 
Flynn for a private moment. “I don’t 
have a lot of money,” the wedding 
guest told him. “But I want you to know 
that I wrote a check for $100 to help 
your brother.” 

Michael Flynn is one of the most 
vulnerable figures in special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s widening inquiry into 
Russia’s interference in the 2016 elec- 
tion. That investigation took a dramat- 


Michael Flynn remains a hero in 
Middletown, R.I., despite his 
unceremonious departure from the 
White House. CAROLYN KASTER/ AP 


ic step forward this week, when former 
campaign chairman Paul Manafort 
and aide Rick Gates were charged with 
money laundering and conspiracy for 
activities that took place before they 


See FLYNN, Page 4A 


Tax cut targets 
the middle class, 
but is that you? 


Herb Jackson 
and Paul Davidson 
USA TODAY 


Are you middle class enough to get 
the tax breaks President Trump and 
House Speaker Paul Ryan promise? 

Where you live makes an enormous 
difference, because a dollar does not 
go as far in New York as it does in 
Alabama. Likewise, whether youre 
single or have children matters. Final- 
ly, what tax breaks you take now will 
go a long way toward determining 
whether the overhaul being planned 
leaves you with a tax cut, breaking 
even or paying more. 

House leaders are expected to un- 
veil legislation Wednesday to overhaul 
the corporate and individual tax code, 
and Trump and Republican leaders of 
the House and Senate are hoping to 
pass it before Christmas. 


See TAX CUT, Page 2A 
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